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This review identifies and describes past
research on the intersection topics: diversity,

severe disability, and family. The findings
highlight the topics, population, and

methods covered by the research.

Summary



Researchers systematically reviewed 34
studies, from a previous review, focused on
family members of children with severe
disabilities aged 0-23+ with diverse
backgrounds 
Diversity included spirituality/religion, English
language learners, socioeconomic status,
nationality, race/ethnicity, and or sexual
identity and orientation 
Categorized each study by research focus,
participants, methods, year, student age, and
diversity focus.
Summarized the previous research on this topic 

Methods



62% had Mothers as the majority source of
data in studies 
Most studies focused on children aged (5-22)
with severe disabilities 
Over 75% of studies focused on the topic of race
and ethnicity
 47% of the articles focused on the topic of
family impact and support 
No research on sexual orientation and gender
diversity present 

Findings



To create an understanding of the current
research available in severe disability, diversity
and family 
To identify specific studies on the topic that
might be helpful for further reading 
To demonstrate the areas in need of more
research.

Educator 
Take-Aways
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